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Last updated: 2015
Discussion guides can be a useful reference tool for facilitators and moderators to use during an
online dialogue. Thinking through beforehand what an event might look like in terms of structure,
flow, and the different themes and threads you want to cover during the discussion can really take
away some of the strain of having to do it all as it is happening. Prompting or provocative questions
can be used as a way to re-energise debate, or introducing a different perspective/angle on a subject
may help to re-focus a wandering thread.
The following example is taken from a discussion event held last year funded by the IDS
programme ‘Strengthening Evidence-based Policy’.

Exploring the potential futures of edible insects in the global food system
Are insects a solution to global food security? Do you think they are viable as a more sustainable and
ethical meat alternative? What are the opportunities for and challenges against global
entomophagy, and what might the future supply chains look like?
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For further information please visit http://community.eldis.org/.5c6e2d73/ or email
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Online
discussion
9/ 10th Dec
2015

ONLINE DISCUSSION
Key question: As someone who is actively involved in the field of edible insects,
what DO YOU SEE as the opportunities for and challenges against global
entomophagy and what might future food chains look like?

Owner

Topics

Questions
Do you
think there
is a
growing
appetite?

Prompts
livestock and
aquaculture feeds or
human foods?

Facilitator

Success
stories and
failures

Can you
give
specific
examples
of what
works?
What
doesn’t?

o

Facilitator

Barriers to
success and
growth?

o

What have o
some of
the barriers
to success
been?
Drawing on
your
experience
how have
you
worked to
overcome
them?

Notes

Examples of
products/ processes
where innovative
methodologies have
been used
Extent to which
media interest has
helped/ not been
helpful in promoting
these cases

Is there sufficient
information on the
potential benefits of
edible insects? What
are the most
common
misconceptions?
Who is working to
dispel these?

o

o

Who in particular do
you think will
oppose increased
entomophagy, and
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Key question: If insects are to feed large numbers of people worldwide, substantial
changes will need to take place in global food systems with regards to production,
distribution and consumption. Where and how would edible insects in such a food
system be reared, harvested, processed, retailed, and consumed?
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